
CALIFCJ:lilIA IEGI00iAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOAJm
SAN Fl<ANCISCO BAY HEGION

ORDER NO. 85-84

HEQUBF!G PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTIUC CO~r,pANY

PITTSBURG POUEH PLANT, PITTSBUl<G, CONTl<A COSTA COUNTY
TO ()Y\SE AND DESIST VIOLATING HASTE DISCHARGE REQUIHEi'lErrrS

The CaJ.ifornia Regional. Water Qual.ity Control. Board, San Francisco Bay Region,
(hereinafter Board) finds that:

1. On 23 June 1983, the Board adopted Order No. 83-22 (NPIlES No. CAOO(4880)
prescribing waste discharge requirements for Pacific Gas and Electric
Company (PG&:~), Pittsburg Power Plant. The Order contains provisions
relating to 'Jest Technology Available (BTA) for cooling water intake
structures to n i n i.m i.ze adverse environmental impacts on aquatic organ­
isms.

2. The BTA provi"ion8 provide, in part, as follows:

li]). J 2 'i'he Discharger shall provide a method of estimating t.he
reducti.on in 150 mm equivs].ent striped bass ].ost annual.J.y as a
rcsul.t of entrainment and impingement for the approval. of the
Executive Officer according to the following time schedule:

,",' IlaSK

Conceptual, Design

Full Compliance

Date

1 Sept. 1983

Report of
ComRLi..~~~c:..~ Due

15 July 1983

15 Sept. 1983"

3. The me tho do l.o gy required by Provision D.12 provides the cornerstone of
the permit since it is the primary means by which c om pl.f.a nc e with the
:jermit's performance standards is measured" The methodology was to be
based on a computer simulation model developed by PG8J~ to es t ima t e reduc­
tions in striped bass losses given any year's operati.ng conditions. The
model was based on operational and biological data gathered between 1
i1arch 197E3 and .1. Harch 1979.

Ii. PG8,E has not submitted a:1 acceptable methodology pursuant to Provision
)).12.

5. On 19 June 1985, at 1:30 p im, at the Contra Costa County Board of Super­
visors' Chambers, 65], Pine Street, ~~rtinez, Cal.iEarnia, after due notice
to PG&E and all other interested and affected persons, the Board con­
ducted a pubJ,j,c heari.ng at which PG&E appeared and evidence was received
concerning the viol.ation of Provision D.12.

6. Issuance of t h is Order is exempt from the provisions of the California
Environmental Quality Act (Public Hesources Code Section 21000, et seq.),
in accordance w i t h Section 15321(a)(2), Chapter 3, Title 14, California
Adafn i s t r at i.ve Code.




